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02-166 October 17, 2002 
For Immediate Release: 
NICHOLS ELECTED PRESIDENT OF STATE AFFIRMATIVE ACTION ORGANIZATION 
CHARLESTON - Cynthia Nichols, Eastern Illinois University's director of the Office of Civil Rights 
and Diversity, was elected president of the Illinois Affirmative Action Officers Association at its annual 
meeting in Springfield. 
Founded in 1973, the IAAOA is an association of professionals managing affirmative action, equal 
opportunity, civil rights, diversity and human resources programs. Its membership is comprised of 
representatives from colleges and universities, state government agencies, city government and private 
companies. 
Nichols said that the board is working on initiatives to heighten awareness, prevention and 
enforcement. 
She has served as director at Eastern since 1994. Nichols also is currently the president of the 
Coles County Regional Planning and Development Commission's Historic Preservation Advisory Council, 
and has just completed a term as vice president of the Coles County Habitat for Humanity. 
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